ADOPTED – APRIL 27, 2021

AGENDA ITEM NO. 17
Introduced by the Human Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO CONDEMN HATE CRIMES, HATEFUL RHETORIC, AND HATEFUL ACTS AGAINST ASIAN PACIFIC ISLANDER DESI AMERICANS AND TO DESIGNATE MAY AS 

Asian Pacific Islander Desi American Heritage Month
RESOLUTION #21 – 231

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners is committed to ensuring equal opportunity and equal access to county services to all residents of Ingham County, Michigan and other members of the public; and

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners recognizes that people of Asian Pacific Islander Desi heritage have historically been subjected to and continue to be subjected to discrimination based on their heritage; and  

WHEREAS, all people, including people of Ingham County’s Asian Pacific Islander Desi communities, are respected, valued, and are vital to Ingham County’s shared prosperity; and

WHEREAS, in 2020 the Ingham County Board of Commissioners passed resolutions to declare racism a public health crisis and committed to actively working to address this crisis which kills, harms, and prevents individuals and communities from living healthy lives; and

WHEREAS, hateful rhetoric regarding COVID-19 has contributed to a spike in discrimination and hate crimes towards people of Asian Pacific Islander Desi heritage; and 

WHEREAS, one study has found that more than 30 percent of Asian Americans have reported being subjected to discrimination since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020; and

WHEREAS, according to Stop AAPI Hate, 3,795 discriminatory incidents targeting people of Asian Pacific Islander Desi heritage have been reported between March 19, 2020 and February 28, 2021 from all 50 states, including 25 in the State of Michigan; and

WHEREAS, the abhorrent discriminatory acts towards people of Asian Pacific Islander Desi heritage since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic include assaults, verbal harassment, shunning, workplace discrimination, scapegoating, refusal of service, and online harassment; and

WHEREAS, Michigan Senate Resolution 30 and Michigan House Resolution 61 were adopted on March 18, 2021 and condemn hate crimes, hateful rhetoric, and hateful acts against Asian Americans and encourage Michiganders to report hate crimes to the proper authorities; and

WHEREAS, the Michigan Asian Pacific American Affairs Commission, created by statute to help represent the interest and needs of the Asian Pacific Islander American community, supports Senate Resolution 30 and House Resolution 61 and resolutions by local jurisdictions that do the same; and

WHEREAS, the month of May has been designated by other governmental bodies as Asian Pacific Islander Desi American Heritage Month; and

WHEREAS, the month of May has been designated as Asian Pacific Islander Desi American Heritage Month in part because the first Japanese immigration to the United States was on May 7, 1853 and to honor the Chinese immigrants who worked to complete the transcontinental railroad on May 10, 1869.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners reaffirms our commitment to making Ingham County a place where people of Asian Pacific Islander Desi heritage feel safe and welcome.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners supports Senate Resolution 30 and House Resolution 61, understands its responsibilities to prevent racism, xenophobia, and intolerance, and strongly condemns hate crimes, hateful rhetoric, and other discriminatory acts against people of Asian Pacific Islander Desi heritage.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners encourages people of Asian Pacific Islander Desi heritage and all Michiganders who experience hate crimes to report such incidents to local law enforcement or the Michigan Attorney General's Hate Crimes Unit.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners encourages people of Asian Pacific Islander Desi heritage and all Michiganders who experience discrimination to report such experiences to the Michigan Department of Civil Rights.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners will continue working to promote racial inclusion and equity by bringing awareness to, and intentionally mitigating, racially-motivated hate and discrimination.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby declares and recognizes the month of May as Asian Pacific Islander Desi American Heritage Month henceforth.

HUMAN SERVICES:  Yeas:  Tennis, Sebolt, Slaughter, Trubac, Graham, Naeyaert, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  04/19/2021

